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In 2003, the Lambeth Commission on Communion was
appointed by the Anglican Communion to study problems
stemming from the consecration of Gene Robinson, the
first openly gay, noncelibate priest to be ordained as an
Anglican bishop, in the Episcopal Church in the United
States and the blessing of same-sex unions in the Diocese
of New Westminster. The Commission, chaired by
Archbishop Robin Eames, published its findings as the
Windsor Report on 18 October 2004.
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Background

The 1998 Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops
passed a resolution on human sexuality stating that it "in
view of the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in
marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong union"
and that it could not "advise the legitimising or blessing of
same sex unions nor ordaining those involved in same
gender unions".!!]

Same-sex unions and Robinson's election

One Canadian diocese, New
Westminster, authorized a rite for
the blessing of same-sex unions at its
2002 Diocesan Synod. The use of
the rite by individual parishes was
incumbent upon a specific request of
the parish made through its annual
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- vestry meeting or resolution of its
Bishop Gene parochial church council. In May
Robinson. 2003, six of the diocese's 76
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parishes received authorization to use the rite.[?!

In 2003, the Episcopal Church's General Convention
consented to the Diocese of New Hampshire's election of
Gene Robinson as its bishop. Robinson's election
prompted a group of 19 bishops, led by Bishop Robert
Duncan of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, to make a statement
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warning the church of a possible schism between the Broad Church
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion.?! The Other topics
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, stated that it Ecumenlsfll * Monasticism
would "mevitably have a significant impact on the Anglican Prayer in Christianity
Communion throughout the world and it is too early to say Music - Christian art
what the result of that will be". He added, "It is my hope o

that the church in America and the rest of the Anglican n Anglicanism portal

Communion will have the opportunity to consider this

development before significant and irrevocable decisions are made in response” [¢7tation needed] Retired South
African Archbishop Desmond Tutu stated that he did not see what "all the fuss" was about, saying the election
would not roil the Church of the Province of Southern Africa.[¢itation needed] Oyther senior bishops of the church,
like Peter Akinola, Archbishop of the Church of Nigeria, stated that their churches were in an "impaired
communion" with the Episcopal Church.¢iation needed]

As a result of the controversy over the consecration of Gene Robinson as bishop and the blessing of same-sex
unions, on 15 October 2003, Anglican leaders from around the world met in Lambeth Palace in an attempt to
avoid a schism on the issue. The day after, they released a lengthy statement:

We must make clear that recent actions n New Westminster and in the Episcopal Church (USA)
do not express the mind of our Communion as a whole, and these decisions jeopardise our
sacramental fellowship with each other...This will tear the fabric of our Communion at its deepest
level, and may lead to further division on this and further issues as provinces have to decide in
consequence whether they can remain in communion with provinces that choose not to break
communion with the Episcopal Church (USA)...Similar considerations apply to the situation
pertaining in the Diocese of New Westminster.[*]

The Primates also asked the Archbishop of Canterbury to form a commission to provide "urgent and deep
theological and legal reflection" to report back to the Primates in 12 months.[4!

Lambeth Commission on Communion

In 2003, Archbishop Robin Eames, the Anglican Primate of All Ireland, was appointed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury as Chairman of the Lambeth Commission on Communion. This commission studied the state of unity

in the Anglican Communion in light of the developments in the United States and Canada. The Commission
published its findings, the Windsor Report, on 18 October 2004.

The report did not adopt a view on homosexual practice, but nevertheless recommended a moratorium on
further consecrations of actively homosexual bishops and public Rites of Blessing of same-sex unions,!) and
called for all involved in Robinson's consecration "to consider in all conscience whether they should withdraw

themselves from representative finctions in the Anglican Communion".[! However, it stopped short of
recommending discipline against the Episcopal Church or the Anglican Church of Canada.

The report also recommended solidifying the connection between the churches of the Communion by having



each church ratify an "Anglican Covenant" that would, in part, commit them to consulting the wider Communion
when making major decisions. It also urged those who had contributed to disunity to express their regret.

Aftermath

In February 2005, the issue of homosexuality was heavily discussed at a regular meeting of the Primates of the
Anglican Communion at Dromantine in Northern Ireland. Ofthe 38 Primates, 35 attended. The Primates issued
a communiqué that reiterated most of the Windsor Report's statements, with the addition that The Episcopal
Church USA and Anglican Church of Canada were asked to voluntarily withdraw from the Anglican
Consultative Council, the main formal international entity within the Anglican Communion until the next Lambeth

Conference in 2008.[7]

The Windsor Report was criticized by liberals (for example, in The Windsor Report: A Liberal Responsel8))
for seeming to take for granted that the actions of New Hampshire and New Westminster—and homosexuality
in general—were wrong. For example, while it calls for both conservatives and liberals to apologise for disunity,
it acknowledges that the conservatives may have acted out of a sense of duty. However, it concedes no such
acknowledgement to New Westminster and New Hampshire, [¢7ation needed]

On February 12, 2008 the Archbishop of Canterbury announced the formation of the Windsor Continuation
Group (WCG). The WCG was formed to address the remaining questions around the Windsor Report and the
various formal responses to the Windsor Report from the provinces and instruments of the Anglican

Communion. The WCG is chaired by Bishop Clive Handford.[*]
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